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INTRODUCTION. 


WHATSOEVER  fhall  contribute  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  fcience, 
efpecially  when  it  tends  to  preferve  the 
healths  and  [pints  of  the  fair  fex,  mull  ever 
be  acceptable  to  the  public. 

Dr.  Adair  having  cpnligned  to  the  Author, 
F.  G.  the  talk  of  publilhing  a third  edition 
of  fome  ElTays,  he  wilhed  to  have  obtained 
his  friend’s  leave  to  annex r the  following 
Opufculum ; a work  which, * though  fmall  in 
bulk,  is  yet  of  the  utmoft  importance,  as  the 
difeafe  therein  defcribed  is  become  peculiarly 

B prevalent 
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prevalent  in  the  prefent  age.  Bat  the  Doc- 
tor having  retra6led  his  confent,  after  the 
publication  was  announced,  it  is  now  pub- 
lifhed  by  itlelf. 

The  Do£lor,  who,  it  is  fufpe£fed,  intends 
foon  to  revifit  the  Well  Indies  as  a labourer 
in  the  vineyard  of  Methodifm,  obje6led,  that 
fome  of  the  paflages  might  poffibly  be  deem- 
ed fomewhat  incompatible  with  the  fentimental 
purity  of  the  prefent  generation;  which, 
whilfl  it  improved  in  the  theorv  of  delicate 
feelings,  had  proportionably  dilp  mfed  with 
the  practice  of  moral  duties/ 

To  which  the  Editor  anfwered,  that  as 
the  moft  virtuous  and  chaile  matrons,  wi- 
dows, and  virgins,  d'un  certain  age,  were  ; i 
the  conflant  habit  of  perufing  A^ijiot  s 
Mailer-Piece,  books  of  niidwifry , Buc!  s 
Domeftic  Medicine,  &c.  \n  which  th'  • pro:- 
foundeil  fecrets  of  nature  had  be<=  com- 
pleatly  laid  open,  and  every  kind  of  aijeafe  ac- 
curately deferibed,  this  addition-  to  their 
flock  of  knowledge  mufl  l peculiarly  ac- 
ceptable; especially  as  it  punted  out  fo 


( vii  ) 

pkafing' and  effectual  a palliative  for  a female 
malady. 

He  remarked,  that  nothing  could  tend  fo 
much  to  increafe  the  Jlock  of  chaftity  as  ha- 
bituating the  mind  to  contemplate  all  na~ 
tural  phenomena  with  a philojophical  eye* 
and  appealed  to  the  Dodor’s  own  experience, 
whether  he  has  not  often  feen  a venerable 
D otter,  in  his  immenfe  tye,  like  an  owl  in  an 
ivy  bufh , explore  a female  fubjed  on  the 
anatomical  table,  and  under  a total  abftrac- 
tion  of  feyjual  ideas,  with  the  mod  philo- 
fophical  fang  froid , furrounded  by  lads  of 
14  or  15,  whofe  gravity  of  afped,  from 
the  fame  caufe,  would  have  done  credit  even 
to  a learned  Judge,  when  invedigating  the 
minute  circumdances  of  a rape  j or  to  a 
quondam  mod  refpedable  City  Magidrate, 
when  he  attended  the  labours  at  a lying-in 
holpital,  of  which  he  was  Governor;*  or 

even 


* There  is  a dory  told  of  Sir  J h : 

that  more  compleatly  to  indulge  his  philo- 
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even  to  the  learned  Dr.  Cuneflrokius  himfelf, 
at  the  age  of  90,  his  nofe  faddled  with 
double  magnifiers,  when  engaged  in  con- 
templating the  ejjence  of  female  beauty,  and 
employing  the  mother-of-pearl  comb  to  the 
belt  of  all  poflible  ufes. 

' In  thofe  inftances  he  averred,  that  pru- 
riency of  imagination  was  compleatly  fup- 
preffed  by  the  familiarity  of  the  objedt ; and 
hence  it  is  that  phyficians,  furgeons,  and 
accoucheurs  enter  on  the  difcharge  of  their 
connubial  duties  with  much  deliberation  and 
fang  froid ; and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  per- 
haps, it  is,  why  they  prefer  the  poffeffion  of 
wealth,  with  uglinefs  and  old  age,  in  their 

choice 


phi  cal  penchant,  he  bribed  the  midwife  to 
admit  him  to  a private  labour ; and,  whilft 
he  was  on  his  knees , examining  its  progrefs, 
the  hufband  unluckily  entered  the  chamber, 
and  though  finding  the  Alderman  fo  ufefully 
employed,  was  fo  cruel  and  unjuft  as  to  re- 
ward the  obffetrical  philofopher  with  an  un- 
merciful drubbing. 


( >x  ) 

choice  of  wives,  to  youth  and  beauty  with* 
out  fortune. 

He  contended  farther,  that  nothing  was 
fo  dangerous  as  to  gratify  curiofity  by  halves. 

By  an  unavoidable  affociation  of  ideas,  a 
marriage,  a birth,  or  a chriftening,  necef- 
farily  excite  a laudable  degree  of  curiofity  in 
the  purejl  minds,  concerning  the  modes  by 
which  the  race  of  mankind  is  kept  up. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  libraries  of  antique 
virgins  are  generally  fo  well  flocked  with 
books  which  afford  the  befl  information  on 
the  fubjed  j and  thus  fully  inftruded  in  the 
theory,  the  antiquated  expedant  bride  en- 
ters on  the  pradice  without  thofe  terrors 
which  mud  confiderably  damp  the  com- 
mencement of  connubial  felicity.  For  the 
purpofe  alfo  of  collateral  experience,  the 
venerable  maiden  of  50  is  a conflant  goflip 
at  every  groaning  in  the  neighbourhood  j 
looking  forward  with  placid  hope  to  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  pleafurable  be- 
nefits, 


( * ) 

nefits,  without  the  painful  alloy , of  nuptial 
connexion. 

• 

By  thus  modifying  and  chaftiiing  the 
moft  eccentric  of  all  the  human  paflions, 
the  indulgence  of  which  has  been  fo  inju- 
rious to  fociety,  Sir  William  Dolberis  reform- 
ing bill  will  be  fuperfeded,  and  the  third 
reading  may  be  referred  ad greecas  calendas. 

N 

To  remove,  however,  every  fhadow  of 
obje&ion  to  this  tnejiimable  eflay,  which  may 
occur  to  fome  faftidious  prudes  of  either 
fex)  fome  paffages  are  wrapped  up  in  a dead 
language,  which  the  ’Squire  of  the  parifli 
(if  he  has  retained  fo  much  of  his  Greek 
or  Latin)  may  explain  to  his  lady,  whilft  he 
holds  a bed  of  juflice ; but  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  caution  him  againft  a literal  inter- 
pretation of  fome  of  them,  left  expe£fations 
may  be  raifed,  which  he  may  not  be  able 
fully  to  gratify,  and  the  Curate  be  required 
to  make  a comment  upon  the  text. 

The  Author  hopes  the  public  will  do  juf- 
t'.ee  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  learned  Madame 

DS 
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df  L g and  ProfefTor  M^fmer,  and  to 

the  candour  with  which  they  have  imparted 
difcoveries  of  the  utmoft  importance ; whilit 
Dr.  Blagdens  mod;  ingenious  interpretation 
of  his  celebrated  preceptor’s  doftrine  of 
the  generation  of  heat , fhould  not  pafs  un- 
noticed.* ^ 


* Vide  Dr.  B.’s  account  of  experiments 
made  in  a heated  room. — Phil.  Pranfaft. 
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REMARKS 

ON  A 

NON-DE  SCRIPT  DISEASE, 


AS  this  is  a fubjeft  upoii  which  the  Au- 
thor has  employed  much  attention, 

* 

he  began  to  fufpe£t  that  a certain  malady, 
termed  Versatilitas  or  Lubricitas,* 

Anglice 


* This  term  means  whiffling,  being  all 
things  to  all  men,  the  true  charatteriftic  of 
the  Jilt:  Lubricitas  means flipperbicfi : Co- 
quets and  Jilts  are  Hippery  as  eels;  they 
love  they  know  not  what,  and  change  they 

C know 
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Anglice  INCONSTANCY,  is  not  fo  much 
owing  to  a peculiar  depravity  of  the  head 
and  heart,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  but  that 
it  is  really  a bodily  difeafe,  and  admits  of  cor- 
poreal  remedy  j and  as  it  is  not  defcribed  in 
any  fyftem  of  Nosology,  its  definition  and 
mode  of  relief  muft  afford  a valuable  ad- 
dition to  the  Nofology ; and  the  Author, 
with  great  humility  and  deference,  fubmits 
his  conjedlures  to  the  learned  Colleges  of 
Phyficians  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

He  conceives  it  to  be  yet  an  undefcribed 
fpecies  of  Hyfteria  convulfva  vel  fpafmodica , 
and  may  be  arranged  under  the  fame  genus 
wifti  De  Sauvages  Anxietas  tibialis , alias  the 

' Fidgets. 


know  not  why : A female  with  whom  a 

friend  of  the  Author  was  engaged,  call  him 
off  thrice,  without  any  afiignable  caufe,  and 
each  time  repented  within  a few  hours.  Ill 
fiiort,  as  Falfiaff  fays,  there  is  no  knowing 
where  to  have  them  ; there  is  only  one  way 
of  fixing  them,  for  a fhort  time  at  lead:,  ef 
medio  tutijimus  ibis. 


( 3 ) 

Fidgets.  Of  this  newly -invented  difeafe, 
there  feem  to  be  certain  varieties : Such  are 
the  Anxietas  coxalis , Anglice  the  Wriggles — 
Anxietas  cervicalis , or  toffing  of  the  head,  and 
the  Anxietas  ocularis  ftrabijiica  & circumrota - 
toria , which  are  only  different  fpecies  of 
Ogglingy  though  all  of  them  often  concur  in 
the  fame  patient. 

. , * ' 

But  as  there  are  coquets  and  jilts  of 
both  fexes,  there  is  a fpecies  peculiar  to  the 
males,  which  may  be  termed  Anxietas  pu- 
halis  fpafiica,  fomething  fimilar  to  that  which 
alfo  occurs  in  female  patients,  and  in  both 
is  accompanied  with  a fpecies  of  Pruritus , 
— not  the  Scotch  fiddle — and  therefore  there 
will  be  no  occafion  for  Les  Gand  d' Amour  fi 


- — — — _ 

* 

* Vide  Sterne's  Sentimental  Travels. — The 
Author  knew  a Captain  of  a fhip  of  war 
who  could  not  touch  any  thing  hairy , before 
he  had  armed  his  hands  with  gloves ; which, 
on  certain  cccafions,  might  be  judjy  termed 
Les  Gand  d' Amour, 
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though 
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though  certain  critical  eruptions  are  often 
obferved  after  the  application  of  the  remedy. 


This  being  undoubtedly  a nervous  difeafe, 
the  mind  muft  neceflarily  partake  of  the  mor- 
bid flate  of  the  body. 


There  is  a Greek  term,  which  is 

only  a particular  fpecies  of  pruriency  of  ima- 
gination, and  may,  by  metaphorical  analogy, 
be  termed  Pruritus  Venerea ; becaufe  the  cele- 
brated Cyprian  Goddess,  being  fubjebt  to 
frequent  and  fevere  paroxifms  of  this  difeafe, 
which  her  fpoafe,  the  blackfmith,  was  not  al- 
ways able  to  relieve,  it  was  fuppofed,  fhe  occa- 
fionally  folicited  the  an)  of  Mars  and  Apollo, 
and  even  perhaps  of  Father  Jove  himfelf,* 
(to  the  extreme  difeontent  of  Lady  Juno ) 
though  the  two  former  immortal  Cicifbeos 
were  fuppofed  to  be  more  acceptable,  as 


* The  Heathen  Gods  were  not  very  nice 
about  thefe  family  connexions , Juno  being  the 
filter  of  jove  by  Rhaa. 


being 
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being  free  from  connubial  connexions,  and 
therefore  exempted  from  matrimonial  duty. 


Being  a corporeal  difeafe,  as  every  Nofo- 
logift  muft  acknowledge,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  learned  Profeflor  CULLEN  * will  adopt 
it  with  due  acknowledgment,  as  is  his  lauda- 
ble cuftom,  in  the  next  edition  of  the  NO- 
SOLOGiA  METHODICA.f 

Having 


* This  part  of  the  work  was  compofed 
many  months  before  this  celebrated  Profeffor 
died. 

•f*  The  celebrated  botanift  Linnaeus  has 
made  a remark,  that  this  difeafe  fubfifts  in 
all  plants,  but  much  more  in  fome  than  in 
others ; efpecially  in  the  Gratiola , or  Hedge 
Hyflbp.  Gratiola  (fays  he)  oeftro  Venereo 
agitata,  Piffillum  ftigmate  hiat,  rapacis  in- 
ftar  Draconis,  nil  nifi  mafculinum  pulverem 
atfeclans,  at,  fatiata,  ridtum  claudit. 

Linn.  Amcenit.  Academicce. 

How  amazing  the  fimilarity  between  the 

ruling 
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Having  lately  had  a vifit  from  a young 
Do6tor  of  Phyfic,  who  has  juft  graduated 
at  Edinburgh,  to  whom  the  Author  had 
communicated  his  ideas  by  letter  about  twelve 
months  ago ; this  young  man,  who  has  come 
fraught  with  all  the  theories  of  that  cele- 
brated medical  fchool,  where  that  mod:  ufe- 
ful  branch  of  Pathology , the  Ratio  Symptoma - 
turn  is  induftrioufly  cultivated,  and  where, 
like  other  natural  and  experimental  philo- 
fophers,  (the  learned  reader  need  not  be  told 
that  Medicine  is  an  eflential  branch  of  na- 
tural and  experimental  philofophy)  they  em- 
ploy their  ingenuity  in  folving  every  phce- 
nomenon,  and  in  afcertaining  the  proximate 
caufes,  accountable  or  unaccountable. 

The  Dodfor  juftly  obferved,  that  the  caufe 
being  difcovered,  the  remedy,  if  the  difeafe 
be  curable,  is  analogically  deducible  from  it. 


ruling  pajjiom  of  animal  and  vegetable  fe- 
males ! ! ! Another  ftrong  confirmation  of 
the  Doctor’s  theory. 

quia 
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quia  fublata  caufa , tollitur  effeftus,  an  axiom 
as  true  as  any  in  Euclid.  He  faid  that, 
about  four  years  ago,  having  met  with  the 
ingenious  and  celebrated  Dr.  MESMER  at 
PARIS,  that  learned  Phyfician  had  convinced 
him  that  he  had  difcovered  a new  power  in  the 
fydem  of  animal  nature,  which  as  certainly 
exided  as  the  r0  of  HIPPOCRATES,  the 
Archseus  of  Van  Hellmont , Anima  Medica  of 
Stahl  and  Nichols , or  the  Vis  Medicatrix  of 
Cullen , which  that  celebrated  PROFESSOR 
at  Edinburgh  employs  to  fo  many  valuable 
purpofes,  that  an  old  nurfe  may  be  as  fuccefs- 
ful  a Phyfician  as  any  medical  eleve  of  the  ce- 
celebrated  Univerfities  of  OXFORD  or  CAM- 
BRIDGE, where  that  branch  is  taught  with  fo 
much  eclat  by  SINECURE  PROFESSORS 5 
or  that  other  wonderful  power,  to  the  invention 
of  which,  as  a new  attribute  of  the  Vis  Me- 
dicatrix , the  Profeffor  certainly  has  an  ex- 
clufive  claim,  viz.  that  of  generating  heat  and 
cold  ad  libtium ; a difcovery  which  will  be 
the  more  valuable,  fince  the  late  mod  wicked 
and  abominable  combination  to  raife  the 
price  of  coals ; for  who  does  not  fee  the  ma- 
nifold advantages  of  the  application  of  this 

principle. 
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principle,  efpecially  in  hard  winters : but 
the  Author  moft  humbly  apprehends  that  it 
as  applicable  even  to  culinary  purpofes,  as 
he  could  demonftrate,  from  the  fuccefsful 
praCtice  of  the  Tartar , who  half  broils  his 
horfe-flefh  between  his  pofleriors  and  his 
horfe’s  back./ 

. i • 

Now,  as  the  Vis  Medicatrix  often  employs 
this  power  in  railing  a fever,  to  free  the 
body  from  noxious  invaders,  a fever  heat  of 
a few  hours  will  as  certainly,  though  more 
flowly,  fry  or  broil  a beef-ftake  or  mutton- 
chop,  or  bake  a Scotch  bannock,  as  any  cu- 
linary fire  whatfoever.  The  learned  Pro- 
feffor,  therefore,  merits  a ftatue  to  be  ereCted 
to  his  memory,  whilft  aTive^  as  much  as  a 
HOWARD  or  a NECKAR,  for  the  inven- 
tion of  the  principle ; what  the  Author  me- 
rits for  the  application  of  this  ufeful  prin- 
ciple he  modeftly  declines  even  to  hint : 
The  two  Houfes  of  PARLIAMENT  will 
undoubtedly  take  this  matter  into  their  veiy 
ferious  confideration  at  their  next  meeting. 
The  ProfefTor  having  declined  to  offer  any 
conjecture  concealing  the  caufe  of  this  ani- 
mal 
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trial  Heat,  the  Author  proposes,  in  a Ieparate 
Eflay,  to  prove  that  it  can  be  nothing  elfs 
but  eledlric  fire. 


The  extenfion  of  the  principle  fd  pfadlice 
Will  be  farther  confidered,  in  a Paper  which 
will  be  fpeedily  tranfmitted  to  that  vuy 
learned  Body  the  ROYAL  SOCIETY*  and 
the  Author  flatters  himfelf  that  it  may 
pave  the  way  for  fecUring  him  the  counfe* 
nance  of  the  PRESIDENT,  and  in  pro- 
curing him  his  vote  and  intefeft  at  the  next 
eledtion  of  Fellows  j in  which  he  will  ceN 
tainly  be  fupported.  by  the  ingenious  and 
learned  Author  of  Lucina fine  concubitu * £ut9 
to  return. 

Di*.  Mefimer  afiured  bur  young  Dddioit, 
that  the  principle  he  alluded  to,  MAG-^ 
NETISM,  was  a principle  the  moft  univef- 
fal  in  nature,  and  which  he  fhould  not  he- 
fitate  to  aver,  ought  to  be  fubflituted  ill 
the  place  of  that  chmerical  non-exificnt  caufe, 
by  which  the  celebrated  NEWTON  had  at- 
tempted to  folve  fo  many  phoenomena  in 

D thtf 
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the  Planetary  Syftem ; to  wit,  ATTRAC- 
TION and  GRAVITATION. 

The  learned  Dodor  proceeded  to  remark, 
that  it  was  the  moft  extenfive  principle  in 
nature,  and  was  in  truth  the  great  bond  of 
fociety,  which  fanciful  philofophers  had  at- 
tributed to  certain  mental  propenfities,  as 
fympathy,  felf-love,  inftind,  affedion,  &c. 
but  unjuftly ; for  that  it  was  really  corpo- 
real, and  a modification  of  animal  matter; 
and,  like  the  celebrated  mineral  fubftance 
the  Loadftone,  endued  with  repulfive  as  well 
as  attractive  powers. 

That  from  a contemplation  of  thofe  op- 
pofite  powers,  we  could  fatisfadorily  ac- 
count for  the  harmony  or  difcordance,  the 
fympathy  and  antipathy,  and  the  affedion 
and  animofity,  which  fubfifted  between  indi- 
viduals and  focieties,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  principles  of  Ethics. 

t 

• . i 

That  when  the  magnetic  attraction  was 
pofitive,  or  plus,  it  was  generally  in  propor- 
tion to  the  relation  in  which  the  objeds 

Rood 
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flood  to  each  other.  Without  multiplying 
examples,  he  would  only  (he  laid)  remark, 
that  fexual  affeCtion  was  the  molt  pow  erful, 
though  not  always  the  moft  perm  anew  ; 
and  that  whiift  in  one  objeCt  the  magnetic 
influence  was  attractive,  \n  the  other  it  was 
fometimes  lepullive.  Hence  the  floating  at- 
tachment of  old  men  to  young  women,  of 
old  widows  or  cld  maids  to  young  men ; and 
of  the  repullive  in  the  juniors  with  refpeCt 
to  the  feniors.  He  remarked  farther,  that 
the  operation  of  magnetic  influence  might 
be  difturbed  or  perverted  by  a variety  of 
caufes.  Thus  felf-love  has  often  rendered 
the  repulfive  power  attractive,  as  when  ava- 
rice predominated  over  averfion  ; or  when  a 
power  of  fuperior  magnetic  attraction  inter- 
vened, as  when  a man  was  more  power- 
fully attracted  by  his  neighbour’s  wife,  than 
by  his  own ; or  when  the  magnetic  polarity 
was  diverted  in  the  wife  from  her  hulband, 
by  the  fuperior  attraction  of  her  hulband’s 
friend,  apprentice,  or  footman;  or  where 
an  antiquated  maid  or  widow  prererred  a 
young  lover  or  gallant  to  an  old  one, 

P2 
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This,  he  faid,  might  alfo  be  aptly  ex* 
emplifled  by  two  clouds,  which  approaching 
each  other,  that  which  in  point  of  elechie 
power  was  minus , was  charged  by  that  which 
* 'Vyas  plus,  and  that  the  tranfmiflion  was  acy 
pompanied  by  an  explofwn , the  force  of  which 
was  always  in  proportion  to  the  furcharge 
ir*  the  on?,  or  deficiency  in  the  other. 

For  the  fame  reafon,  in  the  communica* 
tion  of  the  animal  magnetic  power,  a certain 
conjlitt  always  tocfc  place,  till  the  equilibrium 
Was  eftablifhech 

Hence  he  could  account  why  in  magne*- 
tifed  patients  the  cure  often  commenced 
with  CQnvUiJionSy  and  ended  in  fleip. 

That  this  apparent  irregularity  of  mag^- 
netic  influence  might  he  accounted  for  on 
certain  principles  founded  on  experience. 
Thus,  as  in  the  natural  magnet,  the  attrac- 
tive power  was  in  a diredt  proportion  to  .s 
bulk;  fo,  in  the  animal  magnet,  it  bore  a 
r lation  to  certain  circumflances  connected 
with  its  Aate ; Thus  it  was  found  it  dimi- 
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nifhed  with  old  age*  and  certain  arrange* 
ments  of  form  and  feature ; and  was  much 
affe&ed  alfo  by  habit. 

Thus  there  was  a certain  elective  attraction 
between  a flout  ^well-timbered  fellow,  and  an 
antiquated  widow  or  maiden,  if  wealthy ; and 
between  an  ordinary  woman  and  a hand- 
fome  man,  and  vice  verfa;  the  approxima- 
tion being  always  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
ficiency, as  happens  alfo  in  the  mineral  load- 
ftone,  With  refpebt  to  habit  or  cuftom,  it 
was  found  that  there  being  perhaps  as  much 
diverfity  in  magnetic  influence  as  in  con- 
ftbutions,  a change  was  often  found  ne? 
£eftary : Hence  the  lady’s  maid  was  often 
exchanged  for  the  mifti  gfs,  and  the  valet  for 
the  m after. 

Being  entirely  convinced  of  the  affinity 
between  the  magnetic,  the  ele&rical,  and 
the  nervous  power,  in  the  animal  fyftem,  if 
they  were-  not  precifely  the  fame  $ he  could 
account  why  nervous  difeafes  were  more 
fuccefsfully  palliated  or  cured  by  magnetic 
influence  than  any  others  3 and  why  a young 

Dodtor, 
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Dodfor,  fraught  with  a furplus  of  this  pow- 
er, was  a more  fuccefsfuj  adminiftrator  than 
a fenior  j and  pathetically  lamented  that  he 
annually  difcovered  in  himfelf  a gradual 
fubftradtion  of  the  magnetic  power,  and 
was  in  future  determined  to  felect  pu- 
pils endued  with  the  requifite  natural  qua- 
locations.  4 \ 

He  obferved  farther,  that  with  refpedf  to 
the  relative  proportion  of  the  power  in  each 
fex,  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
fubjefr}  but  concluded,  on  the  whole,  it 
was  more  fludluating,  and  evaporated  more 
fpeedily  in  females,  than  males ; and  there- 
fore required , more  frequent  renewal  j hence 
their  greater  propenfity  to  nervous  difeafes, 
and  the  greater  feverity  of  their  paroxyfms. 


He  remarked,  that  magnetical  influence 
was  conveyed  chiefly  by  two  organs  of  fenfe, 
the  fight  and  the  touch.  Hence  in  pub- 
lic magnetical  cures,  the  former  was  chiefly 
employed ; but  that  in  private  pradlice  the 
latter  was  more  fuccefsful : and  hence  it  was 
that  matrons  were  lefs  fubjedt  to  hyfterics 

J Jciufo  riu  than 
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than  widows  or  maidens,  who,  in  confe- 
quence  of  matrimonial  connexion  with  pro- 
per fubjecls,  often  experienced,  if  not  a cure, 
at  lead  a mitigation  of  their  diftrefs  : Ke 
accounted  for  this  difference  in  the  effedts 
on  the  two  fenfes,  by  obferving,  that  as  in 
mineral,  fo  in  animal  magnetifm,  the  attrac- 
tion was  ftrongefl  at  the  point  of  contadh 


The  Author,  being  on  the  bed  terms  with 
his  good  neighbour  and  brother,  at  Hammer- 

fmith,  the  juftly-celebrated  Dr*  DE  L G, 

he  took  the  young  Dodtor  in  his  hand,  to  pay1 
his  refpedfs  to  that  gentleman,  who  had,  for 
the  GOOD  OF  HIS  COUNTRY,  lately  un- 
! dertaken  the  pradtice  of  the  Medical  Art, 
Ex  quovis  ligno  ?ion  fiat  Medicus  ! ! ! The  ce- 
lebrated Univerfities  of  OXFORD  and  CAM- 
BRIDGE, and  the  no  lefs  celebrated  Schools 
of  Medicine,  ST.  ANDRE  WS~and  ABER- 
DEEN, have  made  Dodtors  out  of  fome 
| very  odd  Sticks  of  Ember.  The  Dodtor  was 
! not  at  home,  having  gone  to  London  to  ex- 
plain his  magnetical  principles  to  a feledt 
Committee  compofed  of  an  equal  number  of 

Members 
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Members  deputed  by  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
dans  and  the  Royal  Academy. 

His  Lady*  however,  who  is  equally  quali- 
fied to  practice,  received  us  with  all  that  po- 
litenefs  and  affability  which  fo  peculiarly 
diftinguilhes  that  learned  woman,  and  we 
luffained  no  lofs  by  the  abfence  of  the  Doc- 
tor on  this  laudable  occafion. 

We  informed  MADAME  DE  L — - — — G 
that  we  had  waited  on  the  Doctor,  to  re- 
queft  his  opinion  ot  the  principle  on  which 
w accounted  for  the  eaufe  of  a difeafe,  hi- 
therto a non-dejcripti, 

The  Author  referved  td  himfelf  the  talk 
of  explaining  the  principle  ; but  to  the  Doc- 
tor, as  being  much  his  junior , he  afligned  the 
more  pleafing  employment  of  experimentally 
exemplifying,  with  the  Lady's  good  leave  > 

the  pradice  : MADAME  DE  L G 

is  a fine  woman , and  therefore  a fitter  fubjed 
for  the  experiment  in  its  full  force* 

The 
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The  Author  having  explained  his  prin^ 
ciples,  the  Lady,  with  that  candour  which 
ever  accompanies  true  genius,  acknowledged 
their  verity,  with  many  compliments  on  his 
ingenuity,  which  his  innate  modefly  will 
not  permit  him  to  repeat. 

She  remarked,  that  principles,  without 
practice,  were  flark  naught : That,  with  the 
utmoft  deference,  fhe  would  add  fome  prac- 
tical  oblervations,  which  fhe  humbly  ap- 
prehended were  necefTary  to  confirm  the 
theory. 

iff.  That,  to  render  the  cure  as  com  pleat 
as  poffible,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  EXPE- 
RIMENTER and  EXPERIMENTEE,  or 
rather  the  Do&or  and  Patient,  fhould  be  of 
different  Sexes,  though  certain  learned  Tra- 
vellers had  afferted  that  this  was  not  ne- 
ceffary  j but  fhe  muff  totally  difapprove  of 
the  opinion,  as  compleatly  hypothetical,  and 
moreover  an  infult  on  and  injury  to  that 
fex,  of  which  fhe  had  the  honour  of  be-< 
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ing  a member,  as  it  curtailed  the  faid  fex 
of  one  of  its  deareft  immunities  and  privi- 
leges. 

• . , s . . 

2dly.  That  the  experiment  could  not  be 
made  at  all  times,  even  by  perfons  of  diffe- 
rent fexes. 

That  the  MALE  experimenter  mud  be 
in  a certain  habit  and  difpofition ; and  that 
the  advanced  age  of  the  faid  male  experi- 
menter (as  file  had  progreffively  experienced 
in  her  domeftic  experiments)  was,  though  not 
an  dbfilute , yet  a confiderable  Bar  to  its  fuc- 
cefs.  This,  fhe  faid,  beautifully  illuftrated 
her  good  friend’s  theory  of  animal  magnet- 
ifm,  in  which  he  averred  there  was,  as  in 
the  loadftone,  a repulfive  quality ; and  hence 
file  accounted  why  elderly  gentlemen  were  fo 
often  qualified  by  the  benevolence  of  their 
fpoufes. 

3dly.  That  the  experimeHtee,  with  a few 
exceptions.  Was  always  ready  for  a repetition 
of  the  experiment,  ad  nonam  vel  dcciiham 

* _ ' • //  / r p'  vicem 

■ & inilfrCiT  (j  1 1 ifd  U*C  ft  f'c’.  ^ 
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vicem  ufque ; though  in  this  cafe  one  expe- 
rimenter was  rarely  competent.* 


4thly. 


* Bonofus , quafi  Bonus  nafus,  a General  un- 
der Aurelian , was  remarkable  for  venereal 
prowefs : He  fele£ted  one  hundred  Sarmatian 
virgins,  “ et  ex  his  decern  una  noffie  inivit , 
et  intra  dies  quindecim  cmnes  mulieres  reddidit /’ 
Vopifci  Augufii  Hiftorip,  p.  226. 

What  a hlejfed  acquifition  would  a few  of 
thefe  doughty  venereal  heroes  have  been  to 
the  Dowager  Lady  Bellafions ; they  would 
moreover  have  affifted  in  mending  the  breed 
of  our  Nobles  and  other  people  of  fafhion, 
which  fee  ms  to  be  dwindling  fo  faff,  that  in 
a century  hence,  the  young  men  of  fafhion 
will  not  be  dill inguifhable  from  their  filters. 

As  magnetical  operators , they  would  foon 
become  wealthy  as  Nabobs , with  much  more 
utility  to  the  public,  and  credit  to  them- 
felves  5 and  to  the  great  comfort  of  Ladies 

E 2 of 


4thly.  That,  from  perfonal  experience,  fhe 
could  aver,  that  at  a certain  period  of  the 

operation 


of  all  deferiptions  who  could  afford  to  em- 
ploy them.  It  would  certainly  contribute 
greatly  to  lefien  the  violence  and  frequency 
of  their  fits,  though  that  no  efforts  could  ef- 
fectually prevennthem  was  evident  from  the 
Englifh  Sampfon  being  cornuted  by  his  di ? 
minutive  v/ife ; but  there  have  been  Meffa- 

linas  and  Calphurnias  in  every  age. 

•>  * » . ^ 

Plato  tells  us,  that  th ^Matrix  is  an  anh- 
mal  longing  to  conceive,  and  being  difap- 
pointed,  runs  up  and  down  the  body,  and 
caufes  fits. 

% 

There  is  a ftory  not  unconnected  with 
this  fubjeCt : When  Francis  the  Fir  ft  and 

Pope  Clement  the  Seventh  met  at  Marfeiiles, 
the  Duke  of  Albany,  who  was  a wag,  was 
applied  to  by  three  widow  ladies  for  his  m- 
tereft  with  the  Pope  to  grant  them  indul- 
gence for  eating  meat  on  faff  days,.  The 

. Duke 
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operation  the  experimentee  felt  a peculiar 
fen  fation,  not  diifimilar  to  an  electrical 
Ihock,  (to  her  an  irrefragable  argument  of 
the  intimate  connexion  between  magnetifm 
and  electricity,  if  they  were  not  the  fame 
principle  differently  modified)  which  tended 
very  much  to  render  the  experiment  com- 
pleat ; and  that  this  indifpenfably  neceffary 
effeCt  was,  where  the  experimenter  was  a 
hulband,  or  an  old  friend , lefs  fo  than  when 
the  experimenter  was  a STRANGER  ; and 

that, 
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Duke  changed  the  petition  into  a requeft  for 
matrimonial  benevolence.  This  ft  range  de- 
mand being  refuted,  the  ladies  were  admitted 
to  plead  their  own  caufe.  t£  Holy  Father, 
“ (faid  they)  we  beg  leave  to  reprefent  our 
“ wants,  and  the  weakneffes  and  frailties  of 
4t  our  natures.”  The  Pope  ftill  refilling, 
they  cried  out,  <c  Holy  Father,  thrice  a 
week  ; at  leaf!  thrice  a week.”  “ Thrice  a 
“ week  !”  exclaimed  the  Pope  ; “ II  peccato 
<c  di  lufuria.”  This  exprefiion  brought  on 
an  explanation,  and  a good  deal  of  pleafan- 
try,  and  the  requeft  was  granted. 
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that,  if  not  anticipated  by  fome  more  learned 
author,  it  was  her  refolution  to  offer  her 
opinion  on  the  probable  caufe  of  this  phoe- 
nomenon  to  her  brethren  of  the  London 
College. 

5thly.  That,  contrary  to  what  ufually 
happened,  to  wit,  that  practice  was  im- 
proved by  experience,  here  the  converfe  of 
the  proportion  was  true ; for  that  the  en- 
perimenter  was  lefs  qualified  in  proportion 
to  the  diuturnity  of  his  experience  \ whereas 
the  experimentee  (whq  ought,  in  vera  ret 
natura , always  to  be  a female)  was,  in  pro- 
portion  to  her  advanced  age,  a fitter  fubjedt 
for  experiment,  whether  elderly  MAIDENS, 
Widows , or  Matrons 

The 


* Here  the  learned  reader  will  remark  the 
wonderful  congruity  between  the  Dodtor’s 
theory  and  his  learned  fitter's  experience : A 
proof  not  only  of  the  verity  of  his  princi- 
ples ; but  of  the  ajlonifking  benefit  mankind 
is  likely  to  derive  from  the  application  of 

the 


The  Lady  farther  obferved,  that  befide 
the  proximate,  or  immediate  caufe,  there 
were  other  caufes  which  ought  to  be  en- 
quired into,  and  (he  fhould  at  prefent  only 
take  notice  of  thofe  which  more  peculiarly 
affedted  her  own  fex.  Thus  ftie  had  found 
that  females  of  ruddy  complexions  and  varia- 
ble fpirits,  and  who  indulged  in  good  eating, 
and  did  not  fpare  their  glafs ,* *  were  mod:  fub- 
jedt  to  the  Aphrodijia , which  in  her  humble 

opinion 


I the  principle  to  practice.  Thus  many  of  the 
phcenomena  of  the  animal  fyftem,  both  in 
health  and  difeafe,  may  be  fatisfadtorily  ac- 

1 counted  for  from  the  operation  of  thofe  two 
great  Principles  in  Nature,  MAGNETISM 
and  ELECTRICITY : But,  to  enlarge  on 
this  int  ere  ding  fubjedt,  non  hujus  elf  loci, 
fepientibus  verbum  fat  erit. 

* This  alfo  has  been  remarked  by  Phy- 
|1  ficians,  who  have  often  found  Rich  patients 
t in  a morning  low  and  vapouriJfh  in  the  ex* 
Wtreme;  and  lively,  brifk,  and  loving  in  the 
evening. 
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opinion  conftituted  the  eflence  of'  the  dif- 
eafe.  The  fame  propen fity,  file  fa  id,  was 
produced  by  certain  modes  of  education, 
'Rudy,  and  occupation  as  a young  lady’s 
fpending  more  of  her  time  in  the  kitchen 
than  in  the  parlour,  hearing  Betty’s  tales  of 
her  fweethearts,  or  toying  with  John  the 
footman  ; reading  novels,  old  comedies,  books 
of  midwifry  with  cuts,  Rabelais,  RocheRer’s 
poems,  and  the  Woman  of  Pleafure;  in- 
Read  of  Sermons  and  the  PraRice  of  Piety : 
With  refpeft  to  particular  occupations,  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  men-midwives  and 
breeches-makers,  bar-keepers  and  chamber- 
maids, by  an  affociation  of  ideas,  were  moft 
addifted  to  the  difeafe ; to  which  fhe  would 
add  the  wives  and  widows  of  old  men,  and 
maids  ivho  had  been  crojfed  in  love . 

That,  as  prevention  was  preferable  to 
cure,  and  the  fame  regimen  which  prevented 
/ the  difeafe,  would  alfo  contribute  to  the 
cure,  file  would  recommend  plain  apparel, 
a ruffet  gown,  a checked  apron,  and  an  un- 
drefs  cap,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  a 

courfe 
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courfe  of  water-gruel  and  cold  bathing : Re- 
ftraint,  fhe  added,  even  in  a nunnery,  had 
been  found  to  increafe  the  evil,  as  father 
confejfors  well  knew. 

-The  young  Doctor,  after  politely  thank- 
ing Madame  for  her  learned  communica- 
tions, remarked,  that  being,  certo  certius , a 
nervous  difeafe,  (though  with  great  defer- 
ence to  his  very  learned  friend  F.  G.  at  his 
elbow)  he  rather  believed  it  to  be  a fpecies 
of  the  CHORDA  SANCTI  VITI 3 it  had 
its  fits  or  paroxyfms,  though  not  quite  fo 
regular  as  thofe  of  an  Ague ; they  were  how- 
ever generally  quotidian,  and  commonly  re- 
curred in  the  night,  though  without  anv 
, . . \ 
Jngmjerm  rigor ^ Hjuf  always  accompanied 

with  and  Pruritus  in  the  female  pa- 

tient, to  which,  in  the  male,  muff  concur, 
the  ANXIETAS  Pubalis  fpaftica,  to  which 
fomething  fimilar  took  place  even  in  the  fe- 
male. Thefe  therefore  being  the  SYMP- 
TOMATA  PATHOGNOMONICA,  he 
would  prefume  to  recommend  to  the  learned 
Profeffor  the  following  definition : CHO- 
RiEA— — Pruritus 3 et  in  fexu  preefertem 

F mafculinOy 
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mafcuhno , Rigor  pubalis  fpajlica  intermittent , 
ncSiu  plcrumque  recurrent . 

This  DEFINITION,  he  humbly  appre- 
hended, involved  in  itfelf  all  the  requifites ; 
it  was  concife  and  dittindtive,  it  being  im- 
poffible  to  confound  it  with  any  other  clafs, 
genus,  or  fpecies  of  difeafe  ; for,  he  begged 
leave  to  obferve,  that  though  it  was  com- 
monly accompanied  with  a hot  fit,  efpecially 
in  the  female  patient,  it  was  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  every  fpecies  of  AGUE  by  the 
abfenee  of  the  cold  fit,  and  from  every  other 
fpecies  of  CHOR/EA ; there  being,  in  all 
others,  fcarcely  any  perceptible  intermiflion. 

Quatenut  Remedium  fpedlabat , his  learned 
fitter,  MADAME,  had  indeed  offered  many 
valuable  remarks  on  the  fubjedt;  but  though 
this  remedy  might  juftly  be  deemed  the  mod 
ancient  in  the  world,  being  coeval  with  our 
firft  parents,  our  common  MOTHER  hav- 
ing undergone  a fevere  paroxyfm  of  the  dif- 
eafe, for  which  reafon  it  might  be  deemed 
peculiarly  feminine , fo  their  common  pro- 
geny 
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Y 

geny  experienced  all  the  moridf  effects  of  the 
faid  paroxyfm. 

That  his  learned  friend  having,  by  letter, 
communicated  to  him,  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers (though  raoft  unworthy  of  the  high 
honour)  of  a learned  fociety  of  Edin- 
buigh,  the  fubject  was  amply  difeufled,  not 
only  theoretically,  but  practically ; the  fo- 
ciety being  determined  to  inftitute  a com- 
pleat  fet  of  experiments  for  the  purpofe  of 
verifying  the  ingenious  theory  of  his  friend 
F.  G. 

This  laudable  refolution  was,  however, 
neceffarily  fufpended  for  a time,  propter  pe- 
ewitce  in  erwnena  defeCtum , (a  very  frequent 
defedt  among  ftudents) ; it  was,  however, 
(nem.  con.)  entered  as  a minute  by  the  fe- 
cretary,  that  a fund  fhould  be  unalienably  ap- 
propriated for  this  purpofe  out  of  the  next 
pecuniary  remittances,  by  each  member  -y  it 
having  been  found  by  experience  that  where- 
as other  patients  always  feed  their  Phyji- 


etans 


( 28  ) 

clans ,*  a certain  clafs  of  the  patients  which 
laboured  under  this  difeafe,  required  being 
fee’d  before  the  adminiflration  of  the  pre- 
fcription. 

Therefore,  on  thefirft  day  of  JANUARY, 
1789,  at  night,  and  during  a fevere  froft, 
(which,  PHILOSOPHERS  know,  are  moll 
favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  MAGNETIC AL 
and  ELECTRICAL  experiments)  every 
member  of  the  fociety  being  prefent,  and  a 
proper  number  of  patients  being  convened, 
and  all  feated;  the  Learned  PRESIDENT 
for  the  night  remarked,  that  before  the  fo- 
ciety proceeded  to  a courfe  of  experiments, 
it  would  be  proper  to  refume  the  debates, 

for 


* Hence  probably  the  fortune  or  dower 
given  in  marriage  with  females,  being  a kind 
of  retaining  fee , and  the  pin-money  allowed 
the  lady,  which  has  often  been  employed  in 
fupplying  from  other  quarters  the  deficien- 
cies, natural  or  accidental,  of  their  matri- 
monial doftor. 


• - 

( 29  ) 

for  the  purpofe  of  benefiting  by  the  opin- 
ion of  our  female  vifitants,  requefling  the 
LADIES  would,  with  all  the  candour  and 
precifion  which  philofophical  enquiries  de- 
manded, feverally  deliver  their  opinions  on 
fo  important  a fubjedt. 

The  SENIOR  Vifitant,  an  old  Lady  of 
80,  a fecond  Ninon  D’Enclos,  replied,  that 
file  and  her  worthy  fillers  were  deter- 
mined to  accept  of  the  freedom  of  debate 
fo  liberally  offered  them  by  the  learned 
Prefident. 

That  having  a penchant  for  naval  and 
military  men,  fhe  had  been  lawfully  mar- 
ried to  a fcore  of  thofe  ufeful  members  of 
fociety ; many  of  whom  fhe  firmly  believed 
were,  at  that  inftant,  alive,  and  merry  as 
Grig?/  and  each  probably  joined  in  the  holy 
bands  of  matrimony  to  as  many  females. 

She  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  by  this 
mode  of  connubial  intercourfe,  all  the  evils 
arifing  from  the  unnatural  practice  of  the 
Eaftern  world,  of  inflituting  HARAMS,  fe- 
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male  or  male,*  by  which  one  gentleman 
or  lady  received  the  exclufive  privilege  of 

many 


* The  luxurious  indulgence  of  matrimo- 
nial plurality  is  not  folely  confined  to  the 
LORDS  of  the  creation  ; for  in  fome  coun- 
tries Women  of  high  rank  are  indulged  with 
a plurality  of  hufbands,  who  vifit  their  Cara 
Sposa  alternately  without  rivalry  or  jealoufy ; 
and  indeed,  for  the  phyfical  reafons  ingeni- 
oufly  afligned  above  by  Dr.  M.  females  have 
a better  claim  to  a plurality  of  hufbands, 
than  males  have  to  a plurality  of  wives.  A 
HiaNTcfc  lady  of  quality  married,  at  once,  fe- 
ven  brothers . Some  time  after  the  lady  com- 
plained that  the  two  youngejl  had  been  tardy 
in  performing  their  parts  of  matrimonial  be- 
nevolence. The  relations  deemed  the  com- 
plaint to  be  ferious  and  important,  and  the 
lazy  young  knaves  were  threatened  with  a 
punifhmcnt  adequate  to  the  high  mifde- 
meanor,  if  they  did  not  mend  their  manners. 

In  the  Frcderician  Code,  the  Royal  compi- 
ler 


many  concubines,  to  the  great  diminution 
of  the  human  fpecies,  and  of  the  privileges 

of 


ler  has  been  fo  minute  in  the  difcuflion  of 
rights,  as  to  fix  the  claim  of  the  ladies  to 
conjugal  duty  to  twice  a month  for  ordinary 
females,  once  a week  for  heireffes.  This  re- 
gulation is  borrowed  from  an  ancient  Greek 
Lawgiver.  LYCURGUS’s  motives  were  pro- 
bably political : As  a Phiiofoper,  and  Legi- 
flator  of  the  Spartan  Commonwealth,  which 
he  intended  fhould  be  a nation  of  foldiers, 
whofe  abilities  depended  on  bodily  flrength, 

1 he  knew  that  frequent  cohabitation  ener- 
vated both  body  and  mind  : It  is  pofllble 

alfo  he  might  conjedture,  what  is  certainly 
true,  that  by  this  reffraint  he  fhould  mend 
the  breed  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Whoever  chufes  to  know  the  many  ex- 
cellent regulations  of  this  great  man  on 
this  fubjedf,  may  confult  Ariftotle  and  PLU- 
TARCH. 


With 
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of  each  fex,  thus  cruelly  invaded  by  defpo- 
fic  power ; but,  antient  as  file  was,  fhe 
hoped  yet  to  fee  the  day  when  defpotifmi  , 
being,  with  its  concomitant,  flavery,  anni-|j 
hilated  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  than; 
unnatural  practice  of  male  or  female  mo- 
nopoly, notwithflanding  the  cogent  argu-  i 
guments  of  the  learned  Author  of  THE--B 
LYPTHORA,  in  favour  of  pluralities , (a  fa-  j 
vourite  dodfrine  with  the  Clergy)  would  be  j 
utterly  abolifhed. 

That  it  would  be  an  infult  to  the  un-l 
derflandings  of  her  learned  auditors  to  point 

out! 


With  refpedt  to  the  Author  of  this  Code;l| 
Ms  allotment  of  fo  fcanty  a degree  of  bene- : 
valence  to  the  ladies,  may  eafily  be  accountec  I , 
for,  if  what  was  pofitively  afferted  to  the  I 
Author  by  a Gentleman  who  refided  three  If 
years  at  Berlin,  be  true,  that  his  Majeftyl. 
had  a penchant  of  another  kind:  Certain  it  I 
Is  he  never  cohabited  with  his  Queen,  anci 
had  but  one  oftenfible  miftrefs,  and  that  war’  , 

■ 

before  his  marriage. 


( 33  ) 


out  the  fuperior  advantages  of  the  mode 
die  had  by  her  practice  recommended,  it  be- 
ing felf-evident  and  demondrable,  and  Jhe 
herfelf  was  a living  example. 

The  old  Lady  then  proceeded  to  retnark, 
that  having  feleCted  hulbands  of  all  ages, 
from  1 9 to  90,  die  was  as  compleatly  qualified 
by  perfonal  experience,  as  any  one  woman 
could  be,  to  form  infallible  deductions  from 
experimental  premifes  -}  but,  moreover,  hav- 
ing been,  for  60  years,  member  of  a female 
club,  where  fubjeCts  of  this  kind  were  fre- 
quently di feuded,  by  matrons,  widows,  and 
experienced  maidens , die  had  availed  herfelf  of 
an  accumulated  experience  fuperior  to  that 
of  any  other  female  philofopher  in  the  world. 

She  obferved,  that  philofophical  fpirits 
were  ever  mod  difpoled  to  make  due  allow- 
ance for  vulgar  prejudices  j die  mud  there- 
fore infid,  as  an  indefpenfable  condition, 
that,  preyioudy  to  her  becoming  the  fubjeit 
of  experiment,  die  fhould  be  joined  in  lawful 
wedlock  with  one  at  leajl  of  the  experimen- 
ters, which  would  not  be  attended  with  the 

G ui'ual 
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ufual  galling  concomitant  of  the  nuptial 
flate,  CONSTANCY,  but  which,  indeed, 
had  long  been  confidered  as  an  unnecefiary 
condition  by  many  of  the  polite  and  fafhion- 
able  perfonages  of  both  fexes.* 

After 


. * Matrimonial  infidelity,  efpecially  of  the 
ladies , is  much  complained  of  in  this  age  of 
difiipation ; but  in  every  age,  even  the  ear- 
lieft,  and  in  every  country,  (jilting  and  cuck- 
old ifm  being  generally  in  fafhion  at  the  fame 
periods,  for  very  obvious  reafons)  this  l'pe- 
cies  of  infidelity  has  abounded. 

P heron,  fucceffor  of  Sefojlris , King  of  E- 
gypt,  having  been  fuddenly  flruck  blind, 
was  informed,  by  an  oracle,  that  his  fight 
fliould  be  reftored,  if  he  wafiied  his  eyes 
with  the  water  of  a woman  who  never  knew 
any  man  but  her  hufband.  He  in  vain  tried 
that  of  the  Queen,  and  all  the  married  ladies 
about  Court,  till  having  at  laft  found  the 
wife  of  a poor  man,  the  lotion  fucceeded ; 

and 
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After  fome  debate  on  this  unexpected  de- 
mand, a well-timbered  Irifh  Gentleman  of- 
fered his  fervice,  and  the  GRETNA-GREEN 
BLACKSMITH  being  then  in  town,  the 
knot  was  fpeedily  tied. 

i , ■ ’* 

The  old  Lady’s  cohfcierice  being  thus  qui- 
eted, fhe  obferved,  that,  in  all  ages,  philo- 
fophers  were  ever  difpofed  to  fnatch  with 
avidity  every  model  of  ufeful  knowledge; 
and  therefore,  as  an  humble  lover  of  fei- 

ence. 


and  being  cured,  he  {hut  up  all  the  others, 
caufed  the  building  to  be  fet  on  fire,  and 
they  were  confumed. 

In  memory  of  this  cure,  he  ereCted  an 
obelilk,  which  Pope  Sextus  V.  eredled  before 
St.  Peter’s  church  at  Rome. 

Happily  for  the  peace  of  families,  we  have 
no  abfolute  tefts  of  ante-nuptial  or  poff- 
nuptial  chaftity  at  this  time. 

G 2 
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ence,  fhe  had  travelled  from  the  Orkneys,  a 
remote  quarter,  to  throw  in  her  mite. 


The  old  Lady’s  oration  was  received  with 
as  loud  and  repeated  plaudits  as  thofe  of  the 
French  National  AJjembly. 


If  it  be  confidered  that  the  affemblv  con- 
fifted  of  thirty-five  males  to  feven  aaafer 
(that  being  the  calculation  made  by  one  of 
the  above-mentioned  Siamcfe  Ladies  of  Qua- 
lity, as  beft  knowing  the  extent  of  her  own 
wants)  the  difputatious  humour  of  fludents, 
and  the  loquacity  of  females,  the  debates 
and  experiments  were  not  protradled  much 
beyond  twenty-four  hours. 


But  the  fociety  room  being  unfit  for  the 
purpofe  of  experiment,  the  celebrated  Dr. 
GRAHAM  had,  with  that  urbanity  which 
difiinguifhes  that  GREAT  MAN,  offered 
to  the  fociety  the  ufe  of  his  TEMPLE  of 
Health,  and  of  his  THORA  ELECTRICA, 
and  was  fo  good  as  to  fay  he  would  himfelf 


be 
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be  an  experimenter,  an  office  he  had  often 
performed  with  fuccefsA 

A plentiful  fupper,  and  rich  wines,  being 
previoufly  ordered,  for  the  refection  of  the 
experimenters  and  experimentees,  the  com- 
pany adjourned  to  the  TEMPLE. 

After  a reiteration  of  connubial  and  con- 
cubinical  rites,  (as  the  learned  author  of 
Lexiphanes  elegantly  expreffes  himfelf)  ad 
la/Jitudinem  Jummam , et  fudoris  emanatimem  co- 
piojijfimam , ufque , the  company  fat  down  to 
a comfortable  meal. 

Whilft.  the  glafs  circulated  brifkly,  the 
Prefident  modejlly  offered  to  the  consideration, 
of  the  company,  the  following  axiom  : 
That  (and  with  infinite  regret  he  made  the 

remark) 


* It  is  probable  that  the  Do&or  did  more 
for  his  female  patients  in  this  way  than  cL 
ther  he  or  Dr.  Ticked  by  their  TEther;  pro-? 
bably  T.  aids  the  operation  of  his  remedy  in 
the  fame  way. 


( 38  ) 

remark)  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  was  feldom 
more  than  palliative ; and  as  all  nervous 
difeafes  were  rendered  more  inveterate  by 
long  continuance,  the  paroxyfms  became 
more  frequent  and  fcvere  in  female  patients 
as  they  advanced  in  life ; and  as  nervous 
difeafes  bore  a very  exadt  refemblance  to 
ylgue,  in  fo  much  that  fome  learned  authors 
had  deemed  it  purely  nervous ; fo  none  of 
his  brethren  would  rejufe  the  truth  of  an 
obfervation,  that  the  difeafe  was  more  radi- 
cally cured  by  the  PULVIS  PATRUM,  in 
proportion  to  the  regularity  of  its  admin i- 
jftration.  Ergo , we  could  account  why  ma- 
trons who  were  in  the  regular  and  frequent 
ufe  of  the  preventive  means,  were  lefs  fub- 
jedt  to  the  difeafe ; or,  if  it  did  recur,  why 
the  paroxyfms  were  much  lefs  fevere,  and 
more  eafily  removed ; as  was  evident  from 
the  ruddy  complexion,  vigorous  health,  and 
unimpaired  beauty  of  their  venerable  friend 
from  the  Orkneys  ; whereas  in  widowed  and 
maiden  ladies,  quibus  remedium  rarius  & 
per  [altum  quad  folummodo  adminiftrabatur, 
the  difeafe  was  more  frequent  and  fevere-; 

and 
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and  hence  the  theory  was  more  irrefragably 
confirmed. 

In  this  opinion  the  old  Lady  perfe&ly 
concurred,  with  a complete  confirmation  of 
all  the  praSlical  obfervations  of  the  learned 

and  jufily  celebrated  Madame  de  L g, 

Dr.  Mefmer,  and  the  moft  refpedtable  fociety 
of  which  file  had  now  the  honour  of  being 
an  occafional  vifitor  and  experimentalifl ; 
confefiing  that  her  very  learned  matrimonial 
colleague  had  not,  by  his  ftrenuous  efforts, 
left  a fhadow  of  doubt  upon  her  mind. 

The  axiom  was  confirmed,  and  the  meet- 
ing broke  up,  reporting  progrefs.  We  alfo 
took  our  leave  of  MADAME,  with  many 
exprefiions  of  mutual  refpeft  and  efteem. 


COPY 
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COPY  of  M.  DE  LOUTHERBOURG’s 
DECLAMATION. 

TF  you  do  firmly  believe  that  it  has  been 
the  pleafure  and  will  of  God  to  delegate 
and  give  feme  part  of  his  power,  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  (the  only  Redeemer  of  the 
whole  baptifed  creation)  to  fome  fouls  found 
by  him  obedient,  humble,  and  believing, 

- flill  in  the  body  mortality  to  do  his  will 
on  earth,  and  to  relieve  their  fellow  creatures, 
and  to  glorify  his  holy  name  in  Jefus  Chrift 
amongft  men,  and  that  this  power  flill 
is  and  will  be,  then  afk  that  omnipotent  and 
only  true  God,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  relieve  you  from  your  ficknefs  by  his 
fervant,  in  the  power  of  his  mod:  facred 
name  j and  be  Cure  you  may  then  afk.  it  of 
me,  and  I fhall  be  permitted  to  make  you 
whole  by  that  name  only.  Excepted  never- 
thelefs,  if  it  fhould  be  the  finger  of  God, 

which 
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which  for  fome  hidden  caufe  fliould  have 
inflidted  the  ficknefs  on  the  creature,  to 
make  him  enter  in  himfelf,  repent,  and  be- 
ing fiift  reconciled  with  his  God,  the  fpirit 
and  truth,  through  Jefus  Chrift.  Then  he 
may  alfo  expedt  the  fame  relief,  but  not 
otherwife. 


It  is  fuppofed  he  delivers  a Copy  of  this 
abfurd  Rhapfody  to  moft  of  his  patients. 


H 
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The  following  Copy  of  Verses  was  picked  up 

near  Bath. 

him  who  calls  himfelfcThe  unfortunate  Father . 

THINK  what  you  please  about  your  Son, 
But  ne’er  divulge  your  thoughts; 
For  nature  fays,  you  ought  to  hide, 
And  not  expose  his  faults. 

Suppofe  the  wretch's  conduft  fhou’d 
Our  tend’ reft  feelings  {hock ; 

The  world  will  only  smile,  and  fay 
The  Chip  is  like  the  Block. 

Know  then,  and  knowing,  pray  be  ftill, 
(Thou  bafe  malignant  Elf) 

That  he,  who’d  make  his  Son  a E> 
Muft  be  a K***e  himself. 


finis. 


